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Contact: Bridgett Waugh 
                                                                                                      Phone Number: (713)499-9702 

                                                                                                      Email: bridgett@shebridgespr.com 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
5th Annual Black Entrepreneurs Week (BEW-HTX) 

Turning Houston’s Hustle into Growth 

Equiliberty Community Impact Foundation (ECIF) partners with 
Chase, Amazon, PredictIF, and Others to Fuel Innovation and Equity 

Across Houston’s Black Business Community 

HOUSTON, TX – November 11, 2025 – The Equiliberty Community Impact 
Foundation (ECIF) proudly announces the 5th Annual Black Entrepreneurs Week 
(BEW), returning to Houston November 29 – December 6, 2025. This year’s theme 
Turning Houston’s Hustle into Growth: Where Culture, Business, and Capital 
Connect, sets the tone for an eight-day celebration of Black entrepreneurship 
through culture, commerce, and community-driven innovation. 

BEW-HTX brings together thousands of entrepreneurs, investors, creatives, and 
changemakers for a dynamic lineup of workshops, festivals, pitch competitions, culinary 
experiences, and live performances. The week-long series blends empowerment with 
practical tools, helping attendees turn ideas into income and connections into capital. 
 

“Black Entrepreneurs Week is not just a celebration — it’s a movement,” 
said Phillip Yates, CEO of Equiliberty Community Impact Foundation. “We’re 
building pathways to wealth for Houston’s entrepreneurs and launching a wealth-
building initiative in every household across the city by 2030.” 

 
Highlights of BEW-HTX 2025 Include: 

• Taste of Houston Soul Block Party – A festival of food, culture, and 
community. 

• Unlock HER Power Awards Gala – Honoring women leaders driving impact and 
innovation. 

• 5 Days of Artificial Intelligence for Small Business Owners – Hands-on AI 
training designed to future-proof Black-owned businesses. 
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• Social Impact Summit & Wellness Brunch – Conversations on leadership, 
financial health, and generational wealth. 

• Pitch Competitions & Tech Activations – Showcasing startups and innovators 
reshaping Houston’s business landscape. 

As Kisha Porch, Managing Director at JPMorgan Chase, notes: 

“We’re going to take this demographic in Houston from financial literacy to 
financial health to financial wealth — because at the end of the day, we deserve 
what everyone else has, and to sustain it.” 

 
Throughout the week, BEW will spotlight local innovation hubs, coworking spaces, 
incubators, and accelerators that fuel Houston’s entrepreneurial ecosystem. From 
Freedmen’s Town to the Eldorado Ballroom, each venue tells the story of a city moving 
from hustle to generational impact. 

### 

 

About Equiliberty Community Impact Foundation (ECIF) 

The Equiliberty Community Impact Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit committed to empowering 
underserved communities through education, entrepreneurship, and economic development. By 
fostering innovation and access to opportunity, ECIF works to create a more equitable and prosperous 
future for all. 

Black Entrepreneurs Week (BEW-HTX) celebrates culture, connection, and community by equipping 
Black entrepreneurs with the tools, training, and visibility to grow thriving businesses. 

BEW Community Partners: JPMorgan Chase, Comerica Bank, Regions Bank, Mac Haik Chevrolet, 
Houston Area Urban League, Greater Houston Black Chamber, NAACP Houston, BakerRipley, Deluxe 
Theatre, Henke & Pilot, YMCA Houston Texans, City Cellars HTX, Houston Freedmen’s Town 
Conservancy, Black Impact Houston, City of Houston, Harris County, Fort Bend County, Mayor's Office of 
Adult Literacy, BLCK Market Houston, Girl Boss Suites, The Us Space, Cynthia A. Guillory Foundation, 
Impact Hub Houston, Eldorado Ballroom, Amazon, and PredictIF 

 


